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Board on Geographical Names 
Case Study (Domestic)

No,

Decision Date

Case Name Sierra Blanca vs Sacramento Mountains

State i.'ew Mexico County "tero and Lincoln

Lat. -33° 39 » 
35° 14'

» K. (northern extent) 
K. (southern extent)

. 105 ° 39 '- 
106 o 02 ,

" W.( eastern extant) 
TC. (western extent)

Bates, R. L. , "The Oil and Gas Resources of K. Kex. , I.'c ^x. Sch. of Ilines, Bull_._l£ 
Source: State of "ew ""exico, General Land Office Map, 1936, Plate XL, by N. H. Carton,

in "Gool Structure of Parts of K. "'ex.", IT. S. G. S., Bull. _726, Ft. II, 
Sec. T. ~HT IT.

Ts. 8, 9, 10, S. in Bailees 9, 10, 11, and 12 E. of Hew Mexico Principal Meridian 
Is. 11 and 12 S. in linages 9g-, 10, 11, and 13 A. " " " "

Source: State of -'e\v l.'exico, G. L. u. i!ap , 1936. Darton, is . H. , "Geol Structures of Parts
of .Mew Mexico," U^.G.S. , Bull 726, Part. II, Plate XL. 

Submitted by: Chflrlefl -(Jestcott) Springfield, ,-ass. Date Submitted Sept. 10, 1943

Variants: 

Not:

Description:

Sacramento Mountains

Problem:

Summary:

The Sierra Blanca ««sart>E!9i>» are a Tertiary porphyritic- intrusion occupying 
acbasin/of Cretacious sandstones and shales*. They join the Sacramento 
mountains din the north in forming a steep escarpment overlooking the 
Tularosa Basin to the west. The descent to the plateau to the east 
is much more gentle. The mountains reach their maximum elevation 
in Sierra Blanca Peak, 13,00^3 feet above sea level, which rises above 
the tree line. The rounded and subdxied forms of the igneous mass are 
in marked contrast to the sharp, angular fe&tures of the sedimentary 
rocks of the Sacramento fountains.

Should the Sierra Blanca be considered a separate range of the same 
order of magnitude as the Sacramento fountains, or should the term 
Sacramento fountains be an overall appellation to include the Sierra 
Biancu?

The Sierra Blenca differ from the Sacaamento fountains in both bed 
rock and topography. The early maps,' the geologic literature published 
ty»& the U. S. Geological Survey and by the ^-ew ^exico Bureau of iVines 
and Mineral Resources consider the Sierra Blanca as a separate entity. 
<^£*fhe State Geoloic Lap, 1928, by N. h. Darton and the U. S. G. S., and 
the Cap it an,'New -""exico, Cjaadranrle use the Sacramento Mountains as 
and overall designation. The General Land Office maps have alv/ays 
labeled the Sierra Blanca as a separate range.

Prepared by: Kenneth Bertrand Date Completed Sept. 28, 1943.



SaaramKito Mmoftain*, 9*w Uoxlo*

Saoramonto Mountain* 
8* Piao

187*
Jioarilla Mountain* 
Storm Blanaa 
SaorojBftnto Mountain*

Jioarllla Mountain* 
Siarra Blanoa 
Saoraoonto Mountain* 
Ottadalup* Mountain*

8wji*?*r Oanaral of Bow Maxl**, 8far»*a *f 
Publio Survey of H*w H*xioo« On thi* eld 
aap th* f[**ranonto Mountain* ar* *howa, 
tat tha araa nov trfi*an a* tha Siarra filanoa 
Mountain* i* lafealad, "8* Piao." Tha 
4iaarilla Mountain* ara not *h<

Map *y th*> U* 8* Army B&cinoors *ur**y*d 
I» tho yaar* 1875* 1876, 1877* 1876 u&dor

It* Whoolor, Corp* of Eagia*«r** a* part 
af th* 3* 8* Ooograpbioal Survey* w**t af 
th* 100th M*ridl*iu Ihi* i* *h*«t £4. of 
th* Soutk»o»tern Sow ttexioo Atlaa* Jioarilla 
Mpartaim aad Si*.rra Blanoa *hown fully* 
8a*ra**nt* Mountain* *aly partially *ho*m* 
Map d*** not inolud* th* Quadalup* Mountain**

Tarr, Balph 3., *R*+ormat**anoo of th* 
Guadalup* Heuntainat** Tona* Qaoloeioal 
Scnroy, Bullotia 3» Au*tin, 1992* Tarr 
t*a*rb»** tho duaoalup* Wotmtain* a* 
ning in law Moicioo at a modarataly low 
 location b*tt*miaf procr***it«ly high*? 
t* th* *outh until thoy omd in auadalup* 
Point in loxa** H*r* th* olovatlon i* 
8fOOO foot ab«v* **a l*rwl« (pag* 21)

M*>p of tho Torritory of Mow Hoxioo, a*a*ral 
ljuA Offioo, D*partwurt of th* Zntorior. 
On thi* map th* followinc mountain* ar* 
aamad from north to *o«fch, and *a*h it 
apparontly oon*id*r*d a **parat* ontity 
af oqual rankt Jioarilla Mountain*, Siorra 
Blanoa, Saoraiaonto fountain*, Ouadalup*

Hill, fi*o*rt T., Topotraphlo Atla* of th* 
Onitod 8tat** t u. S* &  * » Folio Ho, j$*f 
*Phy*i*al Ooography of th* Tarn* fi*gion« 
On 8h**t XI th* f ollowiac ar* aan*d in 
ardor from n*rth to coutht Jioarilla 
Mountain** Siarra Blanoa, Saaramanto Moun 
tain*, and th* Juadalup* Mountain* 

Map of tho Territory af l*v M*xi*o* Jonoral 
Land Office, Departmont of th* Intorior. 
On thi* sap th* no»*nolat\jro i* th* **JB* 
a* that on th* 18^ nap *f th* Gonoral Land 
Offi**.



Sacramento Mountain*, Sew Mexioo

Bridenoet (Continued)

1905

Sacraaento Mountains

190?

JloarlUa Motmtain* 
Sierra Blanoa 
Sacramento Mountains 
Guadalupe Mountains

Richardson, Goorge Burr, "Report of a 
Reconnaissance in Trans*»Psoot Texas,* Bulle 
tin 9* Unjytraity of lexa* Mineral SurToy, 
AuetTn, 1904. Sloliardson describe* th*T 
Quadalupe Mountains at an eastward~slopin& 
asnoeline with a steep scarp to tho waat* 
Riay b»gln in How Max loo and oro«a into foanm 
culminating in Ouadalupo Point* At tho etato 
boundary tho monoolinal ridge i* ton ndloa 
wido* (pago 21)

Ltadgron, Haldonar and Gratoa, L* G* t "A 
Eo«onnaiaaanoo of tho Mineral Depotit  of 
Sow Moxioo«" V. S. G. S> Bulletin 285, PP* 
7^-86, 1905« On P»6*75 ho liate 15o aoun- 
taina ooaoornod in this eaao thuat "Farther 
 outh tho provlnoe it represented by tLr»e 
chain* of ditoonnootod range* whioh nover- 
theleaa oonfom la trend to more prominent 
ranges to tho north* On tho eatt are tho 
Jloarilla Mountains» tho Sierra 31anoaf and 
tho Saoraioento and Guadalupe Mountain*. n

On February 6, 1907* tho tf« S. Board on 
Geographic MOJ*OO decided that tho Sacraaaento 
Mountain* "included tho*e grov^o known a* 
Jioarilla, Sierra Blanoa# Saoraaonto, and 
Ouadalupe,*

EiohardaoBt George Burr* Geologic Atlas of 
tho United State*, U. S. 0* 3. Folio Ro* 166, 
SI Paao, Texa*. On page one, Figure one i* 
an index sap of tho area in whioh tho locality 
repro«OJitod by the folio ia centered. On 
thi* map tho Mountain* in question are labeled 
from north to couth 9 Saoranonto and Ouadalupe. 
and tho wap does not extend far enough north 
to include tho other*.

Map of tho State of Now Xexiee, General Land
Office, Department of tho Interior. Tho 
BOMBOlature on this nap pertaining to tho 
mountains In question Is the sane as In 
prorious Land Office naps*

Alamo National Forest, Now Mexico, (Exolu*ire 
Of Quadalupo Mountains) T?» S* a* S. topographic 
vap« On this map only tho Sacramento Moun 
tain* are labeled although tho map extend* 
into tho area of tho Sierra Blanoa, and 
Sierra Blanoa Peak is shown and labeled*



Saoramento Mountains, Hew Hexloo

1915

192?

Uoiaftor* 0, 1* amd Burs* F* F«t
an* Watt* Reeourooo of Tularoea Basin, Vow
Ifoxioo,* 0* S« G. 8«f Water Suppl Paer,

Pint* I shove from north to south the 
Ttoerille tfeuntalne, the Sierra Blanoa, 
Sacramento Mountains, but the Guadalupes 

not shown on the «^ vhioh dots net 
flu- mwo&L Mk«t««rd to oorwr that 
?l*t« IV it * reproduction of a nap 

of 1851 of tho Tuloroom aein and Adj«eont 
Country* From north to south tho mountains 
OJTO iftbelod t Slorra C«rrl«ot Siorr* Capltan, 
Slorra 0«joaribaf Sierra Blanoa, and Plarra 
faoraawito*
Plat* V Is * roproduotion of a Map of tho 
tutarosa Basin and AAJaooat Country* 1859-6? » 
From north to couth tho wountaini shown 
aro tho Slorra Blanoa and tho Saoravonto 
ttountalns, but «*i«re tho Guadalupo Itowrtalns 
should bo Is tho notation ^Elgh Bills** 
On pago 26 tho SaorojBsnto Mountains aro 
dollsdtod and dosorlbo4« OB p*go 2? tho 
Slorra Slanoa aro dollnltod and dosorlbod 
and dlfforontlatod froa tho Saorananto Mountains 
In tor»» of bodrook and topography* To 
quota i *Tho Slorra Blanoa* liko tho Saoraoonto 
fountains « Is In a senoo tho vostorn odgo 
of a groat plateau* and for that roason appoars 
Bioh moro lofty from tho vest than from tho 
oast* It differ*, hovovor, from tho Saoromonto 
Hountalns In Its topographic detail t tho 
Saoramonto Mountains haiing tho oastollatod 
appoaranoo produood by wtfttbarlng of noarly 
horliontal sodlaontary bods of differing 
hardness, and tho Slorra Blanoa harln^ tho 
moro nasslvo appoarano* and lota oonvontional 
pattern produced by tho weathering and 
oroslon of orystalllno rooks." (pa^o 2?)

Darton, K, H»,
of How Moitioot
Part II pp« 173-^t5«

Structure of Parta 
S» f Bulletin

After a description
of tho faoraaento Mountains Darton says,
"To the south tho high omeeta continues Into 
tho Guadalupe Mountains, which extend to tho 
southern margin of How Mexloo and to Bl Capltan 
Peak, In Teas, where tho altitude is B,:.90 feet.*1 
(page 207)



Sacramento Mountain*, Kev Uexioe

1927

1931

1933

1936

ftjjorameirto Mountain*.-H

1928 Saoravwnte Mountain*

1932 S*ora**»to Motmtain*

Jiearilla Mountain* 
Sierra Blanoa 
Saoreae&to Mountain* 
Guadalup* Mountain*

TJ* S, a, 8. Topegraphia Hap of Btov
On this nap the naae Saoraawito Uountaina
i* applied to all of the mountain* in the
oa*e, and none of the *eotlonal nanat are
given*

Slap of K*w Kaxloo, General Land Off i*** 
D*parta»nt of tho Interior* On thia nap 
th« nomanolature of tk* a»untaixxt in que§» 
tion i* aimilar to preriou* Laud Of fie* 
 ftp**

Darton* li. 2U» Oaologioal Map of N«w tfaadeo, 
U» S* Qf S« From north to aouth the moun 
tain* are U*t*4 a* Jieariila, rierra 
Blanoa, and juadalupe. Saorasiento Mountain* 
appears a* a general term covering all the 
other** Sierra Blanea, Jioarilla, and 
Capital! Itountain* are *aowi a* intnmiT* 
Mta*e» raainly of porphyry*

Winoheater, Z)*an E«, Oil and Oa* Map of 
Hew Hexieo, Kew Mexioo State Bureau of 
Mine* and Mineral B«*ouroe*« On thia nap 
the ne**a*l*ttur» i* *imilar to that of th* 
Geneva Land Offioe s»p of 19 2?  

group* known a* ~Jioaril»7 8i*'ra Blan*a9 
Saora»»ntet and Guadalupe in Chave*^ £ddyt 
Lincoln, and Otero Couutiea, w*w Mexioo*

Laaky, Sauuel G. and Wootton, Thorn* ? « 
"The Ytetal H*«ouroe« of New Uesieo and 
Their £eoc««lo Feature*^ 1* Bull* Ko* 7« K**r 
Mexioo State Sohool of Mine*, State Bureau 
of Mine* and Mineral Resource*, Sooorro, 
Hew Itexie** "The Saoranente Mountain* 
oooupy the northeentral part of the oounty 
and are continued northward by the Sierra 
Blanc a. (page $k)

Map of New Mexioo, General Land Olfiee. 
Departamvk of the Interior* On thi* nap 
the noatnelature i« eimllar to that on 
previous Land Offiee nap**

19J7 8aora»»nto Mountain* Capitan Quadrangle, $*w Uaxioo, U* S* C« S.



Saoraasnte Mountains, Sow Itacioo

19W

Jioarllla Mount*in§ 
Lena Mountain 
Patos fountain 
Carlso Poak 
Sierra Blanoa 
Seeraaento Mountain* 
Guadalupo Mountain*

Topographic Hap. On this quadrangle tho 
Sierra Blanoa* Vora Cn» Mountains, Carrifto 
Mountain* Patos Mountain, are lifted as 
separate unite tho whole of which are 
referred to and labeled the Saoraatnto 
Mountain*  

Lewis, F» £ * "Position of San Andres group, 
West T«xa« and How Mndoof n iullotim of tho
Aiaerioan JUaooiation of PetreTeum

5, No« it page? A rather complete 
it horo »ho«i of tho various rangoe in 

the area* Only the Saoraaento and Ouadalupo 
are shown of the motmtains oonoornod in this
oaae*

Lincoln national Forest* Now Mexico, U. 3« 
Forest Sorrioe* On this aap Saoraaento 
Mountains are labeled, but the Sierra Blanoa 
are not naaod*

Bates » Kobert L» f "Hie Oil and Oas Kesouroee 
of Kew Stejdoo*" second edition. Bulletin 18, 
Keir l^oxioo Sohool of Mines, State Bureau 
of Mines and Mineral J3e*ouroe«, Sooorro, 
Now Moxioo* The Saoranonto Mountains and 
the (kiadalupe Mountains are desoribod on 
pagoa 159, 16C-163. "The area north of the 
Guadalupo Mountains and west of tho Peooo 
River is called the Gaoranento Cuoota* 
The prooioitouo west £aoo of the Saoraaonto 
Mountains rises more than a mile abors tho 
Tularosa Valley." (page 163) 
Figure 10, page 160, is a reproduotion of 
the map of F. E. Lewis in "Position of tho 
San Andres Group, HOst Teatas and New Jiexioo," 
Bull*, Aaer* Assoe* of Petrol* Oeol,, Vol. 25 
No* 1, page *f%T* *

Plato 15 in b*<& pooket is by Ronald !U do 
Ford, and is entitled Jiajor Struotural Units 
of Southeastern How Mexioo* On this nap 
the following are olearly located and nsmsi 
in order from north to south t Jioarllla 
Mountains* Lono Mountain, Patos Uovntaiu, 
Cariso Peak, Sierra Blanoa, Sacraaonto Moun 
tains, Ouadalupo Mountains. Tho first five 
are shown as Tertiary igneous intrusions*



Mountain*, s*v 

&ri**n««t (Can* tew!)

Band ftrifclUv Co»^r«ial AtU« nod Jteriwt-
Irxg at4dtt 74th edition, Utp pajt 267 list*
jCrora north to south JitmrUl*
sierra

Mount ni nj» They all aypour to 
be of tfttil


